
Birth: April 2 

Selection Day: May 7 

1st Vet Visit: May 14 

Assessment Test: May 22 

Pick-up/Delivery Day: May 28 

Important Dates
Weekly Update

Puppy Behavior and Training - House Training 

It's hard to believe that we're halfway to pick-up/delivery day! The puppies
are doing outstanding, and this week they had a blast running around and
playing with each other. They've started becoming interested in toys. Their
teeth are poking through, and they have started eating "gruel" or "mush"
which is a transition food from mom to kibble. 

For those on the waitlist, our selection day is coming up on May 7th. Details
will be coming out on how this will work and the order in which you'll be
making your selection. 

It's hard to imagine this can happen, but each week the puppies get cuter
and cuter!  

Puppies aren't born knowing that we want them to use the restroom outside. It is up to us to clearly communicate our
desire, and to encourage that through positive reinforcement. Every time your puppy goes to the bathroom outside this
idea is being reinforced. On the flip side, every time your puppy has an accident indoors, it sets him back. 

At Oak and Magnolia, we encourage new puppy owners to begin puppy training by designating a spot in your yard as the
"bathroom" spot. Every time you bring your puppy out, put him on a leash and direct him to that designated spot. Do what
you can to keep him focused on the task at hand, and when he goes, be sure to praise him enthusiastically and maybe
even offer a small treat. Then, if it is safe, let him off the leash to explore and play. 

Young puppies need to be let outside at least once every one to two hours (sometimes more frequently). You should
always take your puppy out first thing in the morning, immediately when you return home, after meals, when he wakes
from a nap, and right before bed. 

The key to successful and quick potty training is by being attentive and watching your puppy closely. Always, be looking for
signs that he is about to go. Signs would include: sniffing the ground intently, circling or stopping play, and freezing in
place. 

During times when you cannot supervise your puppy, use a crate or exercise pen to help prevent accidents and set-backs. 
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If your puppy comes in contact with poison, a timely trip to the vet can be the difference between life and
death. It's important to be aware of common household toxins and to put preventative measures in place
to avoid the likelihood that your puppy will come in contact with these toxins. Some common toxins to be
aware of are listed below, but note this list isn't comprehensive and we encourage you to evaluate and
inspect your environment to see if there are toxins not listed here that are present around your puppy. 

Batteries. Access to batteries are seemingly everywhere. Batteries that are ingested can cause
obstructions, burns, or poisoning. Some items in the house that are often overlooked, but can provide
access to batteries, are things like musical greeting cards or button style batteries that are often found in
remotes or small toys and are particularly dangerous. 

Flea and Tick Products. At Oak and Magnolia, we recommend using flea and tick products especially if
you live in a high risk area. However, overuse of these products can be dangerous. Only use products
intended for dogs, and be very careful to only use the proper dosage for their size. 

Medications. Never give human medications (e.g., acetaminophen, phenylephrine, ibuprofen, sleeping
aids, diabetes drugs, etc.) to your puppy. 

Rodent Poison. Rodenticides are the most common and most lethal pet hazard. If you suspect that your 
 pet has consumed any type of rodenticide, seek medical attention immediately.

Toxic Food. There are many human foods that are toxic to dogs. It's important to know what these foods
are and to be careful to ensure your puppy doesn't have access to them. Even small doses of these foods
can lead to serious illness.

Toxic Plants. Some common plants and flowers are dangerous to animals. These include autumn crocus,
azaleas, cyclamen, daffodils, dieffenbachia, dracaena, hyacinths, kalachoe, lilies, lily of the valley, oleander,
philodendron, sago palm, and tulips. 
 

Puppy Weight Tracker

Pup Safety - Toxins

**The first two weeks we weigh the puppies daily, after that we weigh the puppies once per week. 

Daily weighing Weekly weighing

If you know or suspect that your puppy ate something dangerous, do not
wait: call your veterinarian or an emergency veterinary hospital immediately.

Two hotlines that are always open are the ASPCA Animal Poison Control
Center (888-426-4435) and the Pet Poison Helpline (855-764-7661). You'll be

charged a fee, but if it saves your puppy's life, it will be the best money
you've ever spent.



Puppy of the week
Our pup of the week is Elara. Elara seems to be more quiet than the others and loves to
cuddle. She has a way of keeping you snuggling much longer than you planned. She is one
beautiful girl and is sure to make her "fur"ever family very happy! 



When it comes to feeding your new puppy there are many options available. From dry food (kibble) to wet food and many
options in-between. 

If you choose to feed your dog a raw food diet, be aware that there is no scientific proof that a raw diet offers more
advantages than a dry food diet. In fact, the American Veterinary Medical Association cautions against feeding any "animal
source protein that has not been subjected to a process to eliminate pathogens." If you do choose to feed your puppy a raw
diet, do so only after consulting with your veterinarian and with a full understanding of safe food practices and common risks. 

When buying dog food, it's important to look at the nutrition label and ensure nutritional adequacy. Make sure you pay
attention to the life stage the food is intended for. Pet food comes in a variety of formulas, including growth (for puppies),
maintenance (for adults), senior, low fat, low calorie, low protein, grain free, limited ingredient, small breed, large breed, and
more. Talk to your veterinarian about the best formulation for your puppy.

One question a lot of new puppy owners ask is how much to feed their dog. This is a difficult question, but one thing we've
discovered is that the feeding amounts listed on the label are nearly always way too much food for healthy pets. Work with
your veterinarian to determine what a healthy weight is for your puppy/dog and then tailor your feeding amount accordingly
(if your puppy is losing weight feed her more; if she's gaining too much weight, feed her less). 

When it comes to how often to feed, we recommend that you feed your dog twice a day. Which means you would give half the
recommended daily amount for breakfast and the other half for dinner. Puppies less than five months old should have an
extra meal around lunch. Most vets don't recommend "free feeding" your pets as this can be a contributing factor to obesity.
Deciding when to feed may be driven by your lifestyle, but ideally, twice a day is best for domestic pets.

Puppy Health and Nutrition

Pet obesity is a big problem in the United States, where an estimated
58% of dogs are overweight or obese. Dogs who carry excess weight

are at higher risk for many diseases and problems including: diabetes,
arthritis, high blood pressure, heart disease, kidney disease, and some
types of cancer. Too much weight can also exacerbate joint problems
and even decrease your dog's life expectancy. Genetics play a role -

some pets are simply predisposed to gain weight. Talk to your
veterinarian about maintaining a healthy diet and increasing activity to

help your dog lose weight. 

Our family is here to help! 
Reach out if you have questions. 

 
hello@oakandmagnolia.com


